
Corvallis Area MPO?Corvallis Area MPO?
What is the 

The Corvallis Area Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (CAMPO) is 
an association of local governments 
designated by the Oregon Governor 
in 2002 to make transportation 
planning and programming decisions 
for the cities of Corvallis, Philomath 
and Adair Village and adjacent parts 
of Benton County.

The CAMPO Policy Board is made 
up of representatives from the 
Benton County Board of 
Commissioners, City of Corvallis, 
City of Philomath, City of Adair 
Village and the Oregon Department 
of Transportation (ODOT).



Regional Transportation Plan?Regional Transportation Plan?
What is the

The Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) outlines a vision for 
our regional transportation system through 2035

The plan establishes policies and strategies to help the 
region achieve its vision and goals for a future transportation 
system

The plan helps ensure that future transportation projects are 
aligned with the lifestyle and the values of the community

The plan helps to develop a sustainable transportation 
system that conserves energy and natural resources and 
also helps to reduce the output of greenhouse gases

The plan outlines priority transportation projects for federal, 
state and local funding 



Socioeconomic CharacterSocioeconomic Character
Current Conditions
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Census Population Counts

Housing vacancy in the Planning area is 6.3% - much lower than the state 
vacancy level of 8.9%. In January, the Gazette Times reported a 1% vacancy 
rate for Corvallis rental units largely due to increased enrollment at OSU

Approximately half of Corvallis Transit System (CTS) transit ride s are by 
OSU students or faculty/staff. OSU is the largest employer in the Planning 
Area with over 4,600 faculty and staff. Enrollment for Fall 2010 reached a 
record of 23,761

The mean commute time for residents of the Corvallis Urbanized Area is 15.7 
minutes, compared with a mean travel time of 22 minutes statewide

In Corvallis, 60.5% of workers 16 years and older drive alone while 
commuting to work , compared with, 80.9% in Adair Village, 72.8% in 
Philomath, and 62.2% throughout the Corvallis Urbanized Area

Of those in the Urbanized Area who do not drive to work alone, an estimated 
10.8% carpool, 2.3% use public transit, 10.8% walk and 8.6% use other means 
of transportation to get to work. 5.4% work at home.  

The median age of residents in 
the Planning Area is 24.9.  
Corvallis has the youngest 
population with a median age of 
24.3, while in  Adair Village it is 
31 and in Philomath it is 33.4 
years. 

50.6 percent of residents in the 
Corvallis Urbanized Area aged 
25 years or older hold a 
bachelor’s degree or higher . 
This compares with 28.3 percent 
statewide.



Rail, Air and TransitRail, Air and Transit
Current Conditions

Rail Portland & Western Railroad is the primary provider of rail service in the CAMPO Area. 

The Westside Branch runs south from Yamhill County through Corvallis to Monroe, 
parallel with Hwy 99W. The Bailey Branch is part of this system and is fac ing 
permanent closure .  A section of the Bailey Branch was purchased by Venell Farms 
and is now operating under a contract with Albany & Eastern. 

The Toledo Branch runs through Corvallis and central Philomath, connecting Albany and 
Toledo. Union Pacific Railroad owns the track and leases it to Portland & Western.

There is no passenger rail service within the Planning Area. 

Most of the rail crossings in the Planning Area are at-grade which can cause traffic 
delays and conflicts between trains and vehicles, pedestrians, and bicyclists.

There is one public airport in the Planning Area. The Corvallis Municipal Airport is 
located approximately four miles south of downtown Corvallis. 

The airport averages 100,000 operations per year, with 145 aircraft based at the 
field. 77% of operations are local general aviation, 21% are transient general aviation, 
and 2% are military. 

Air

Transit The Corvallis Transit System is the primary transit ser vice in the Planning Area, with 
8 primary bus routes and 4 limited-service bus routes.  Connections are available to 
Albany and Philomath via the Linn-Benton Loop and P hilomath Connection . 

In February 2011, CTS became a fareless system . The Philomath Connection fare is 
$0.75 and the Linn-Benton Loop is $1.50. 

Service to the City of Adair Village began in 2010, however the funding source is 
expected to expire and an alternative method of funding must be found.

In 2009, OSU’s students, staff, and faculty accounted for 44% of total CTS ridership.



Roadways and BridgesRoadways and Bridges
Current Conditions

Pavement condition is an important element of roadw ay functionality. Arterial 
or collector roadways in the CAMPO area with segments rated “poor” or “very poor”
in the most recent review (2008) include:

9th Street 35th Street 53rd Street 30th Street 
15th Street   Grant Witham Hill Glenridge
Circle Kings Country Club Place 

Major intersections failing to meet applicable oper ational standards include: 
OR 99W & Circle Boulevard OR 99W & Elks Drive
US 20 & Circle Boulevard US20/OR34 & SW Technology Loop
US20/OR34 & 15th Street US20/OR34 & 35th Street
US20/OR34 & 53rd Walnut Boulevard & Highland Drive
9th Street & Circle Boulevard 

Between 2004-2008, 2,748 crashes were reported in the Corvallis Urbanized 
Area. 87% occurred in Corvallis, 4% occurred in Philomath and less than 1% 
occurred in Adair Village. 

56% of crashes sustained property damage only and 44% involved injuries. 
Nine of the crashes involved fatalities.

No bridges are listed as critical concerns by ODOT, but many were listed as 
urgent concerns. Concerns on major bridges include vertical clearance, low service 
life, paint condition and load capacity.  

Bridges with the lowest sufficiency levels include:
Bike path crossing / OR 99W OR 99W / Mary’s River
SW Morris Ave / Oak Creek OR 99W / Locke Creek
NW 8th St / Dixon Creek OR 34 / Willamette River
OR 99W / WPRR

Roads

Road
Safety

Bridges



Sidewalks and BikewaysSidewalks and Bikeways
Current Conditions

The pedestrian system in the Planning Area is gener ally good, especially 
in downtown Corvallis and near OSU.

Gaps have been identified on segments of these road ways:
Corvallis
Highland Drive Glenridge Drive 
Technology Loop Research Way 
Conser Street Harrison Boulevard 
Rivergreen Avenue 35th Street/Whiteside Drive 

Philomath
17th Street Applegate Street (including intersection with 21st)
Pioneer Street 11th Street 
College Street Main Street & 17th intersection
Rodeo Grounds Cedar Street 
Willow Lane/Cedar St High School & Middle School campuses

Adair Village
Sidewalks are intermittent in Adair Village and in older parts of the city
Curb ramps are missing on streets like Arnold Avenue 

There are 80 miles of dedicated bicycle facilities in the Planning Area, and 
96% of major Corvallis roadways have established bi ke lanes. 

8% of residents in the Corvallis Urbanized Area com mute to work by 
bicycle . This includes 9% in Corvallis and 1% or less in Adair Village and 
Philomath.

Adair Village has one striped bicycle lane on Arnold Avenue and Philomath has 
striped bicycle lanes on 19th Street, Applegate Street and Main Street. 

Challenges for bicyclists in the CAMPO Area include :
Railroad track crossings 
Substandard facilities
Gaps in the bikeway system
Connectivity with future development

Bikeways

Sidewalks



West Hills Road & 53West Hills Road & 53 rdrd StreetStreet
Current Issues

Several projects are planned in the SW 53rd Street and West Hills Road area. They include 
improvements to the West Hills Corridor from Western Boulevard to SW 53rd St, intersection 
improvements at SW 53rd St and West Hills Rd and a new railroad crossing on SW 53rd St. 

This project would improve the intersection and 
control traffic. Options include a single lane 
roundabout with a 25 mph speed design, a dual 
lane roundabout or a traditional signal.

Background
CAMPO has identified this as a priority project 
and the County commissioned an analysis of 
the 53rd St Corridor to compare the operation of 
a roundabout vs. a traffic signal at the 
intersection. Analysis shows that a roundabout 
will function better than a traffic signal and will 
reduce green house gas emissions.

Timeline
Design in 2011 & construct in 2012
Estimated  cost – $500,000 - $750,000 

Status
Currently requesting public input on the design. 
Next, staff will approach the City Council and 
Board of Commissioners for a decision on a 
preferred design. Staff will complete plans and 
specifications for bid in Spring 2012.
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Single-lane roundabouts like the one 
proposed have several benefits, including:

There is only one direction of turning, which 
lessens or eliminates head-on, right-angle and 
left-turning vehicle crashes.

Slow speeds, one direction of travel and 
continual flow make it safer for bicyclists.  
Being stopped at an intersection is one of the 
most dangerous places for a bicyclist.

Roundabouts 
carry 30-50% 
more vehicles and 
can better 
accommodate 
rush hour traffic.

Slower speeds 
than signalized 
intersections 

Lower operations 
and maintenance 
expenses save 
taxpayer money.



West Hills Road & 53West Hills Road & 53 rdrd StreetStreet
Current Issues

Several projects are planned in the SW 53rd Street and West Hills Road area. They include 
improvements to the West Hills Corridor from Western Boulevard to SW 53rd St, intersection 
improvements at SW 53rd St and West Hills Rd and a new railroad crossing on SW 53rd St. 

The project will include the construction of a new railroad crossing on SW 53rd St over the 
Willamette Pacific Railroad just south of Reservoir Ave. 

Options include: an overcrossing which would allow Dunawi Creek to be “naturalized” and 
realigned under the railroad trestle; or an improved undercrossing which would include 
raising the railroad tracks and installation of a new railroad bridge.

Background
25 years ago, a corridor study recommended an overcrossing to improve this crossing.  A 
2009 review showed that improvement of the underpass is also a viable option.

Timeline
Design to occur in 2011, construction TBD
Estimated construction cost - $7.0 million

Status
Currently requesting public feedback on the design options. Staff will then approach the City 
Council and Board of Commissioners for a decision on a preferred design and complete 
plans and specifications. No funding available for construction at this time.
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West Hills Road & 53West Hills Road & 53 rdrd StreetStreet
Current Issues
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Several projects are planned in the SW 53rd Street and West Hills Road area. They include 
improvements to the West Hills Corridor from Western Boulevard to SW 53rd St, intersection 
improvements at SW 53rd St and West Hills Rd, and a new railroad crossing on SW 53rd St. 



InterInter --City TransitCity Transit
Current Issues

The 99 Express began in the fall of 2010 along the 
OR 99W corridor. It includes two separate services –
one linking Adair Village to Corvallis and the other 
linking Monroe to Corvallis.   

The Adair Village-Corvallis route currently operates 
five days a week with four round trips each day . 
The route provides morning and evening commuter 
service, in addition to two mid-day routes and service 
to the Corvallis Transit Mall. The Monroe bus has 
four round trips a day, Tuesday-Saturday.

Due to Oregon Department of Transportation budget 
cuts, future funding for the 99 Express is 
uncertain .  Corvallis, Adair Village and Benton 
County are discussing future funding options for the 
Adair Village loop. CTS may be able to provide the 
service. The Monroe service will likely end.  

Ridership has climbed steadily in Adair Village, 
which recorded 384 trips in March 2011.

Ridership

Adair Village ridership for third quarter 
was 1043 – equaling about 16 one-way 
rides a day. 

Monroe ridership was 563 in the third 
quarter, equaling about 8 one-way rides 
a day.



Green House Gas ReductionGreen House Gas Reduction
Current Issues
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2007 The Oregon Legislature passed the Climate Change Initiative Act that established the 
Oregon Climate Warming Commission and statewide greenhouse gas reduction goals.

2009 House Bill 2186 required the formation of a MPO Greenhouse Gas Task Force made up of 
representatives of State agencies, MPOs and other stakeholders. 

2010 Senate Bill 1059 passed, aimed at reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions of motor 
vehicles with gross weight of 10,000 or less. SB 1059 directed the Oregon Department of 
Transportation (ODOT) and the Oregon Department of Land Conservation and 
Development (DLCD) to develop statewide strategies, toolkits, and emission reduction 
targets for the Oregon MPOs. 

2011 Reduction targets and rulemaking adopted by the Land Conservation and Development 
Commission (LCDC) in May.

Oregon MPO’s need to reduce GHG output by 74.3% by 
mid-2035 to reach the goal of 75% reduction by 2050.

It is expected that technology and innovation will create the 
biggest reductions in GHG emissions (accounting for 70.7% of 
emissions reduction in the CAMPO area).

With a projected VMT growth of 11.2%, the CAMPO area must 
reduce emissions by -20.9% by 2035.

-20.9%11.2%-70.7%-74.3%CAMPO Area

Target 
2005-2035

VMT 
1990-2005

Technology 
19990-2035

Goal  
1999-2005
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How can we improve transportation for How can we improve transportation for 

Bikes & Pedestrians?Bikes & Pedestrians?
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How can we improve theHow can we improve the

Transit System?Transit System?
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How can we improve our How can we improve our 

Road, Rail & Air Systems?Road, Rail & Air Systems?


