Community Open House I nput
o Street | mprovement Plan
March 4, 2009

I ntroduction

The following comments were obtained during the March 4th Open House on the 9th Street
Improvement Plan. Written comments were gathered at seven informational stations and through
response cards, and are organized according to that pattern. This public input will helpidentify
issues and devel op strategies for improvements.

Response Card Comments

What do you think isworking well in how 9" Street isoperating?

Center turn lanes are essential

Travels smoothly except at Circle and o" — Traffic

Traffic flows, lights are mostly timed, access on & off is easy
Fewer accidents at 9" & Conifer

No turning from 99W to 9" on Conifer or a stop before turning
Fewer accidents at 9" & Conifer since no limited turns from 99wW
Generally works as expected, congestion ok except d" & Circle
Pavement could stand repair

Seem to be enough bus stops

There are bike lanes which are adequate — better than no lanes at all
For drivers, | think 9" Street works very well

Generdly, traffic moves well

| like access | have to many parts of town

Once you get used to using the street, it is easy to get around

9" Street works well as an unfriendly car centric linean commercial zone that discourages
bikes and pedestrians

Some civic beautification would help, but increasing the residential component in afew
roads would begin to change the use pattern

Works well as a highway — thoroughfare

What do you think isn’t working well in how d" Street is operating?

At 9" & Buchanan, NW side of intersection, traveling east, large power volts above
ground — obstructs view of traffic coming south bound

Needs visual improvements

| am so saddened to see 9" converted to be a haven for chain stores

The Carl’s Jr. downtown is beautiful, flower baskets, stores with attractive signs

9" Street isjust ugly and unpleasant to drive, walk or cycle down

Visually unappealing

Too few trees

9th Street Open House Public Comments.doc Page 1



e Unattractive signage

o Center lane

e Wehave no street parking at a private residence, bicycle lanes on both sides of the street
took away our resident parking

e Taking away pov parking in residential areas

e Too much congestion at d" & Circle

e Theleft hand turn lane is very dangerous, cars going in opposite directions turning left
have to redly be careful

e |If medians are installed, there must be turn lanes to get to the businesses

e It seemsthat everything about 9" was built to accommodate cars, for pedestrians and

bicyclistsit is dangerous to traverse and to cross. So dangerous and unwelcoming that,

even though | live ablock away, | feel like | have to drive to any 9" street destination.

There may not be a solution or perhaps it just has to be designed to benefit vehicular

traffic and forget about the rest; but, there should at |east be a way to cross g" (and 99W)

Pedestrians need to be wary at intersections (esp. at turns by cars)

Some driveways could be consolidated which neglect businesses (off street)

Conifer/9"/99 @ certain times of day (e.g. 3:30 pm) isabig hang—up, esp. for left turns

61% of accidents caused by drivers not yielding right of way or following too closely.

Could drivers pay more attention? (Perhaps not if they are watching for sings— stores,

streets, etc.)

e Even the current intense traffic accessis failing. Eliminating some access points would
help, but adding trees and other amenities would help make the street more appealing

e Not pedestrian friendly — not bicycle friendly

e Too many signs—can't see them with speed of traffic. When | first moved to Corvallis|

could not find businesses along 9™ street because | could not drive & watch traffic and at

the same time look for an address or asign.

It isturning into the “Lancaster Drive” (see Salem) of Corvallis

It is not pedestrian or bicycle friendly

Bikelane has alot of debris

There are few street trees

Take out traffic circle & Grant / 10"

Please feel freeto share any specific suggestions—

Rai sed landscaped median

No traffic circles

No median plantings

Need pedestrian lighting, cross walks (like on 3 street)

Do not close/restrict any more entrances/exits from/to 9" street

Use some of the state median property between Conifer & EIk to return vehicle parking
on side of 9" street

No traffic circles

Tak with Albany planners— they solve problems & make them beautiful
Pedestrian lights/as south 3 street

We can't forget thisis a commercial section of town

It isn’t going to look like downtown, some beautification though, would be nice
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Why are the new buildings being built with the back of the store facing 9"? Not very
attractive

Get rid of many access points/ drive ways?

No right turns on red @ Circle and other interchanges?

Close 9" and Conifer to vehicles? Make this a pedestrian only access? (I love the idea of
no left turns from Conifer to 99W)

Promote greenery of street

Paint bike lanes orange, especially at busy intersectionslike Circle & 9™

Bridge crossing?

Please factor in trees planted all along 9" street

Encourage mixed use residential to bring pedestrians

Have landscape / planter strips in center lane w/ trees — the scal e of 9™ street istoo vast
and not of a pedestrian scale. More treeswould help & help to slow traffic

Cobblestone like pavers at crosswalks also help the scale

Encourage density of buildings on asite w/ parking in back. The vast openness of parking
lotsis not pretty

Design standards for buildings & signage crafted to limit the look of chain restaurants &
big box stores etc...smaller scale

Consolidate access onto 9" street

Comments Posted at Stations

9" Street from a Pedestrian’s View:
What challenges do pedestrians face on 9" Street? What iswor king well?

Pedestrian overpass? (esp. @ Circle)

More cross walks, like S 3 street

Death from crossing— safe or legal, no crossing option available between Garfield and
Circle

“Hollywood” sidewalks that place peds. Next to traffic

More pedestrian activated lights further north

Most of 9" is visually unpleasant

Trees are good

Not much is working well on crossing 9" street

9" should be geared towards shopping, Pedestrians.....there is not much sightseeing to do
on 9" street

Need islands to make crossing safer

Need more trees

Not pleasant place to walk

| walk quite a bit for exercise and transportation

| lways do my best to avoid walking down 9" because it has become a visual nightmare
— chain stores, parking lots etc

Nothing visually appealing
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9" Street from a Bicyclist’s View:
What challenges do bicyclists face on 9" Street? What isworking well?

The bike path (along 99W) that terminates at Buchanan needs to continue on the
abandonedrail line to The Cannery (now Borders & Avery Square).

| am terrified to ride my bike along 9" street

I’d like to see protected designated bicycle lanes to accommodate increasing number of
cyclists that includes my children

The bike path parallels 9" on 99 - improve & move cyclists to the path
Lane going south needs to be widened — Lanes need to be cleaned more often
How do you connect to bike path along riverfront?

Enhance traffic laws

Being visible to traffic

Dodging driveways

Traffic that is concentrating on car traffic & not looking for bikes
Negotiating from east side to west side of street

Enforce traffic laws

Follow direction of traffic

Lighting on bicycles

9" Street from a Driver’s View:
What challenges do driversface on 9" Street? What isworking well?

Investigate ways to move more traffic on to Hwy 99 where it parallels 9" street (Conifer
to Cornell)

No left turns out of driveways

No left turn onto Spruce for N bound traffic

Consolidate multiple drives or re-locate existing drives

Add traffic light between Garfield and circle to open ‘traffic gaps for driveway traffic
Not enough ped crossing

Specia crossing to new mall

Slow speed to 30 mph

Ped crossing— cars making right hand turn onto circle don’t look and see pedestrians
crossing

Oftentimes see handicapped people having difficult time

Bushes by Taco Bell cause blind spots

9™ Street needs a center |andscaped median

Left turn lane an issue (cars entering from opposite directions is a concern)...put medians
in? How will business owners feel about that?

Don't alow landscaping that blocks view

Safety issue— people crossing from Bed Bath & Beyond to TJ Maxx — ped & cars
Peopl e run across the street

Maintaining access for property ownersis critical but should accommodate traffic safety
aso
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Turning out of driveways & crossing both lanes & center turn lane to turn left (against the
flow of closest traffic lane) - watching for ped, bike & traffic while doing this

Amount of traffic creates very little ‘gap’ between cars (atraffic light timing issue)
Traffic wasteland for crossing pedestrians between the lights of Garfield and Circle
Maintaining access for property ownersis critical but should accommodate traffic safety
aso

There' s a nasty traffic jam in the north bound lane at Circle & o

| believe that planting trees would calm drivers on an otherwise unpleasant street

Please plant trees

Center landscape islands with trees to bring down the scale to a pedestrian scale &
beautify 9" street

9" Street from a Land Use and Development View:
How do parking lots and driveways affect traffic flow?

Too many properties with multiple driveways

Need to consolidate, share, reduce, rearrange

Thereisanasty traffic jam at the intersection of 9" & Circle, traveling north at Bi-Mart
Way too many driveways, need to consolidate

Establish afew areas of residential along the length of 9" 5o that it becomes less of a
linear commercial gut

Make 9" all commercial with better access for businesses, fewer drive access means less
business, we are loosing quite afew businesses now

9™ Street from a Land Use and Development View:
How do development patternsimpact 9" Street?

Work harder to convince prop. owners to bring landscaping up to current standards req’ d
by new development

Reduce strip mall look/mentality

The devel opment pattern — linear comm. produces a street that is entirely car centric
Pedestrians and bikes are not encouraged by the traffic and aesthetic (bad) conditions

| would like to see an effort made to beautify 9" street. That could be in the form of a
sign ordinance, limiting or establishing guidelines. Also, please plant trees and perennials
as much as possible. Thiswould improve air quality and aesthetics.

Please make 9" street pedestrian, bicycle & human friendly — more trees provide shade
(Globa Warming) and help with traffic calming, thanks!

9" Street from a Mass Transit View:
Does Transit Meet Needs Along 9" Street? Why and/or why not?

Adequate service but spartan facilities

Hey guys, it rains 5 months of the year here, needs adequate bus schedule

Bicyclists must be included in any plan/solution, they will increase not decrease

9" is amain route through Corvallis & where most commerce takes place (and should)
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e All forms of transportation should be accommodated

e I'vebeenin businesson 9" street for 15 years and can’'t ever remember a customer
coming by bus

e Smaller signsto reduce the visual pollution & keep in mind the lighting to reduce light
pollution (lights pointing down — no big neon lights like auto zone)

Other Comments, I nsights, Concerns
+ Purpose of Study should include afourth objective: To work with current property

owners to enhance their business/property & not |ose patronage or access while creating a
safer, more effective 9" street traffic pattern.
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